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Dear Sir: 

RESPONSE TO ELECTION/RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Applicants acknowledge receipt of the Office Action mailed May 17, 2004, which 
sets forth an election of species requirement. Applicants traverse the election of species 
requirement, but provisionally elect Species 2, which includes Claims 1, 11-25, 27-28, and 
34. Applicants respectfully submit that Claim 24 is a "linking claim" that links together the 
inventions of at least species 1-4 pursuant to MPEP § 809.03. Pursuant to MPEP § 809.04, 
Applicants retain in this case all of the claims to the nonelected inventions. Moreover, 
Applicants remind the Examiner that "[i]f a linking claim is allowed, the examiner must 
thereafter examine species if the linking claim is generic thereto, or he or she must examine 
the claims to the nonelected inventions that are linked to the elected invention by such 
allowed linking claims." See MPEP § 809.04. 
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